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that in one Year themselves and Families were intirely cut off, and the
Kingdom has continued in Anarchy ever since.

Aiackan has the Gonveniency of a noble spacious River, and its Mouth
is both large and deep enough to accommodate Ships of the greatest
Burden into a spacious Harbour, large enough to hold all the Ships m
Em ope,

When the English left Bengal in Anno 1686. Mr. Channock came thither
with Haifa Dozen of great Ships, to pass the South-west Monsoons away,
the Country assisted them plentifully with Provisions, but they had no
other Commerce; they had no less than six Fathoms Water going in to
the River, and in some Places within, above twenty. The Country produces
Timber for building, some Lead, Tin, Stick-lack, and Elephants Teeth.

The Sea Coast of Aiackan reaches from Xatigam to Cape Negrais, about
400 Miles m Length, but few Places inhabited, because there are such
vast Numbers of wild Elephants and Buffaloes, that would destroy the
Productions of the Ground, and Tigers to destroy the tame Animals, that
they think it impracticable to inhabit it, only some Islands in the Sea are
peopled with some poor miserable Fishers, who get their Bread out of
the Water, to keep them from starving, and they live out of the Way of
Oppression.

There are some of the Mogul's Subjects who trade to Arackan for the
Commodities above mentioned, and sometimes they meet with good
Bargains of Diamonds, Rubies, &c. precious Stones, and Gold Rupees,
which are to be supposed are some of Sultan Sujah's Treasure, pilfered by
the avaricious Priests.

There are abundance of Islands on the Arackan Coast, but they lie close
to the Shore, only the Buffalo Islands lie about four Leagues off, and there
is a Rock that shews its Head above Water about the Middle of the Chanel,
between those Islands and the Continent. The Chanels among the Buffalo
Islands seem to be clear of Danger, and above 20 Fathoms Water in them,
but about 8 Leagues off the North End of the great Island ofNegtais, is a
dangerous Rock that only appears above Water in the low Ebbs of spring
Tides, it lies in 15 Fathoms Water, and twenty Yards off are 13 Fathoms.
The other Island of Negrais, which makes the Point called the Gape, is a
small, low, barren rocky Island, it is often called Diamond Island, because
its Shape is a Rhombus. About the Year 1704. four French Ships went to
careen at the great Negrais, and turning in between the Islands, one Ship
of 70 Guns called V Indien, run aground on some Rocks lying on the
Inside of Diamond Island, and was lost, but the rest saved the Men, and all
her portable Furniture.